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minate is something with a source, a location, or a
cause which you can’t figure out. As in, the reason
your dog came in from the back yard last night

A.

abyss, n. An abyss is a big hole or deep crevasse or
immense canyon that once you fall into it you
will never fall back out. For adults stuff like bills
for roof repairs and orthodontia can also consti-
tute an abyss.

adios, interj. The Spanish term to indicate a polite
departure, like goodbye. Very popular in the
southwestern United States which some would
argue includes Texas.

accolade, n. Praise. Sometimes even a fancy award.
When your pal Erwin goes around telling every-
one about the time you got a spoon to stick on
your nose while you were chewing gum at the
same time like you deserved the Nobel Prize or
something, that’s an accolade.

annihilation, n. Annihilation is a total wipeout. If a
steamroller got dropped right on your head from
an altitude of 50 feet you would be completely
mashed, squashed, completely annihilated. It’s
like there would be nothing left of you at all. To
avoid annihilation do not stand under any steam-

See incensed, adj.
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impudence, n. Brazen arrogance! This word is
worth repeating because sooner or later it could
seriously affect your life. An impudent individual
is the obnoxious kind of person, like sometimes
your big sister, who will go to your mother and
tell her that it was you who put her favorite
Limoges teapot in the washing machine along
with the socks and underwear in order to save
time when the dishwasher itself was too full and
your sister warned that you might break it if you
tried to wash and dry it yourself by hand. Of
course, would she ever wash it for you? Not to
save your life. However she couldn’t run fast
enough to tell your mother about the washing
machine, even though frankly she could never
have thought of it herself. That’s impudence!

indecipherable, adj. If you can’t figure out what it
means, it’s indecipherable and you probably did-
n’t need to understand it in the first place.

incensed, adj. You know how when something
makes your teacher so mad that smoke starts 
coming out of his or her ears and he or she makes
a weird kind of grunting sound from grinding his
or her teeth and sometimes, because he or she is
so mad, his or her hair bursts into flames? Well
that’s incensed.

information, n. Facts you can actually use. For

for some obscure reason doesn’t get arrested.

B.

Bard of Avon, n. A bard is a poet and Avon is the
English river near Shakespeare’s birthplace. So
they called William Shakespeare the Bard of
Avon. Get it? Lucky he wasn’t born near Gitche
Gumee.

bellied up, v. You walk up to a bar and just kind of
flop your stomach up against it. That’s bellying
up to the bar. It takes practice to do it right so the
bartender doesn’t stare at you like you’re some
kind of hopelessly amateur belly-upper and throw
you out of the place.

See accolade, n.
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body, like absentmindedly stick your pizza into
your ear instead of your mouth, and they all see
you do it, point at you and laugh like you’re an
idiot? Well that’s humiliation.

hypothetical, adj. Theoretical. Possible, but not
necessarily either real or likely. Hypothetically,
you could get all As on your next report card.

I.

athletic contest. In the stands, although nothing
happens for hours, the fans sit there pretending to
have fun.

benchwarmers, n. You know all those players sit-
ting on benches or in concrete bunkers called
dugouts along the sidelines of a baseball field
who for one reason or another hardly ever get to
play the game but still get to sit up close for free
and also look so cool in their uniforms? Those are
benchwarmers.

biode, n. A biode is a computer- or electronics-
based intellect with a quality of function that is
hardly distinguishable from the human mind. You
can say it isn’t really living. But from the way it
can think, well that hardly seems to matter.

bipolar, adj. Something which is bipolar has two
opposite ends, with opposite qualities. The Earth,
for example, is a bipolar planet. When the South
Pole is colder the North Pole is warmer. An elec-
trical power line is either positive or negative. On
the other hand if you get chased by either a polar
bear or a bipolar bear it doesn’t matter and don’t
even think about it, just run.

bombardment, n. When they drop a lot of stuff
from a high altitude onto your head which might
be frogs, rocks, or explosives, that’s a bombard-
ment. Remember, when it happens you want to 
be somewhere else.

See euphoria, n.
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snarly and very hungry gargantusaurus.
Fortunately there is no such thing as a gargan-
tusaurus to worry about.

H.

hallucination, n. When you start seeing things that
aren’t really there, you’re having hallucinations.

confound, v. To confound someone is to astonish
and bemuse them, to make their eyes spin around
in their head like hula hoops and, in the most
extreme cases, to cause their mouth to drop open
so that flies can buzz right in and land on their
tongue.

D.

dastardly, adj. A really rotten thing to do is a 
dastardly act. Like when your little brother sneaks
into your room at night in the dark and whilst you
are sound asleep secretly ties one of your pant

See annihilation, n.

See Bard of Avon, n.



what’s useful, or information, and what isn’t. It’s
just totally disorganized like your sock drawer.

deacceleration, n. Acceleration is speeding up.
Deacceleration is slowing down. You have to be
careful not to deaccelerate too fast like crash into
a tree or something.

depravity, n. Vile, lowdown, rotten, disgusting,
gross behavior. Depravity is the ghastly stuff they
can’t wait to tell you about from morning to night
on the TV news and in the newspaper.

disbelief, n. If you don’t believe that something is
real or true, that’s disbelief. When you notice a
thirty thousand pound pig, for example, fly 
directly over your head and disappear behind the
barn you’re probably going to watch the whole
spectacle with at least some disbelief.

dyslexic, adj. A certain kind of visual disorder, a
neurological problem in the way your eyes see
stuff, so that you can’t read words in the right
sequence which for example makes reading even
almost today’s newspaper hard as read to as
Macbeth, although Macbeth more is much cheer-
ful. See there? You’re probably dyslexic.

E.

emphasis, n. We can’t tell you with too much
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down at the floor near your own left shoe and
noticed a long-lost autographed photo of Wendell
Wilkie or maybe a winning $5,000,000 lottery
ticket. You might become slightly euphoric.

F.

fatigues, n. Casual clothing for soldiers who may 
or may not be tired at all.

feral, adj. Wild, or savage. A feral look is an 
animal, inhuman, or otherwise uncivilized look,
such as you might observe on the face of a 
marmot sitting across from you at the table 
having dinner at a fine French restaurant.

fluorescent, adj. When certain gases are charged
with electricity they throw off light, that is, they
become fluorescent. Did you ever notice those
lights in the ceiling of your classroom? They’re
probably fluorescent. After a year or so they make
all the colors in your classroom posters and art-
work fade. After a few more years what do you
think they do to your skin?

G.

gargantuan, adj. Bigger than a dog, crocodile or
elephant. Something about as big as a large,



emphasis, you really, really, really have to stop,
stop, stop spitting at your sister. Got that? How
would you like someone to spit on you? So you
better stop that right now or you’ll be in big, big,
big trouble. Got that? Are you sure? Well that’s
emphasis!

entrepreneur, n. Someone with initiative and
courage who takes a chance and starts their own
business. Remember when your cousin Velma
started her lemonade stand on the corner with all
the lemon rinds and seeds and mess everywhere
and people walking by actually paid money not to

See candor, n.

11

drink the stuff? Also, remember when a recent
U.S. president who never played baseball went
out all by himself and started a professional base-
ball team? These are the kind of daring entrepre-
neurial risk-takers who make America so great.

epistemologically, adj. This is an excessively fat
adjective which is a lot like saying “meaning-
wise.” But who goes around saying “meaning-
wise?” Only fatuous and desperate political 
candidates, as in, “Epistemologically speaking, I
have absolutely nothing to say.”

existentialist, n. This is a person who believes that
very little really matters besides yourself and
even you are totally unimportant. It’s a French
kind of philosophy, but what did you expect?

explication, n. An explication is like an explana-
tion, only maybe more elaborate and detailed than
an ordinary explanation. A bit more precise,
almost a like an actual demonstration. When you
tell your parents how you let the air out of the tire
on your dad’s Buick, that’s an explanation. When
you actually show how you pressed the screw-
driver you found into the valve stem and you
accidentally do it again, that’s an explication.

euphoria, n. Euphoria is a state in which you feel
really swell, and sometimes for no reason that
you or anyone else can see. Let’s say you looked

12
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legs to the chair so when you get up late in the
morning and need to rush out to catch the bus you
can break your leg just trying to pull your pants
on. That’s serious dastardly.

data, n. Everybody talks about data but hardly any-
body knows what it is. Actually, it’s just lots of
facts which haven’t been sorted yet to tell you

See archeologist, n.
See disbelief, n.
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C.

calculus, n. A kind of mathematics so complicated
even professional mathematicians are often unable
to spell the word. 

candor, n. Candor is telling the truth even when
nobody wants to hear it. When your pal Carmen
tells you that your ears are too big, that’s an
insult. But when you tell your pal Carmen that her
eyes are too small and beady, like a chicken or
something, well that’s different. That’s only can-
dor.

clientele, n. Your clientele are your regular cus-
tomers. They keep coming back, again and again,
often just to see if the service is as bad as they
remember it.

commotion, n. A commotion is when there’s sud-
denly a bunch of noise and confusion and people
starting running around in circles, dogs start bark-
ing and nobody knows what’s happening. It’s very
similar to a ruckus.

conciliatory, n. When your dad promises your mom
he won’t buy any more unnecessary pliers or
extra wrenches and your mom promises your dad
she won’t buy any more useless diet manuals or
hatboxes they are both being conciliatory.

When your sister sees you eating a cookie before
dinner, she’s having a classic hallucination.
When you’re at bat and the pitcher throws a so-
called strike, it’s obvious that the umpire must be
in a hallucinatory state.

halogen, adj. Fluorescent, incandescent, and halo-
gen are the three kinds of lighting systems used
today if we can put aside oil lamps and wax can-
dles. Halogen lights are the newest and brightest
and most like sunlight. With the advent of halo-
gen we should get rid of fluorescent as soon as
possible before we all go blind.

heuristic, adj. If you can find or discover stuff, you
have a talent for heuristic research. That’s good.
If your cousin Gertrude has a natural heuristic tal-
ent for finding where you stashed your favorite
candy bars, however, that’s not so good.

hieroglyphics, n. Did you ever see those pictures on
Egyptian tombs which are actually some kind of
writing to tell stories only they use very flat-type
drawings like you would otherwise only see in
your little sister’s kindergarten? Well those are
hieroglyphics and they tell you right there why
the same Egyptians who invented paper were
never able to invent the typewriter.

humiliation, n. You know how you feel when you
do something really stupid right in front of every-
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baseball, n. A game everyone should play at least
once to see what it’s really like. Out on the field
the players pretend to be engaged in a fierce 

illustrious, adj. Illustrious means bright with light,
luminous, brilliant, glowing. It means very, very
good or quite exceptional, or even really swell.

impostor, n. An impostor is a faker who pretends to
be someone he or she really isn’t. Some impos-
tors do more harm than others. For example, a
plumber pretending to be the Pope may be 
almost harmless. But the Pope pretending to be a
plumber can only have dire or catastrophic 
consequences.

improvised, adj. This word basically means some-
thing which is made up on the spot, usually to
solve a problem or otherwise demonstrate your
complete lack of preparedness.Remember, when
you don’t have time to plan ahead you can
always improvise like everyone else.

impudence, n. Brazen arrogance! An impudent per-
son is the obnoxious kind of person, like some-
times your little brother, who will grab your but-
ter pecan ice cream cone out right of your hand
when you’re looking the other way, knock the ice
cream ball out of the cone with his nose while
trying to lick it even though he doesn’t even like
butter pecan and then, after it lands - splat! - right
on your shoe, complain when you refuse to buy
him another ice cream cone. That’s impudence.

See abyss, n.
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rollers, eat old dog food, or get into a cage with a
gorilla.

antidisestablishmentarianism, n. The longest word
in the English language. So long, some dictionar-
ies don’t even carry it to save space for more
words like glob, bump and pickle. No one really
knows what it means because nobody has gotten
to the end of it yet. But it continues to show up in
spelling bees when you least expect it.

archeologist, n. Someone who digs up the dead but

example the numbers 10039670027 have no use-
ful meaning and are just numerical data. But
19497230707 is a telephone number you can call
in Newport Beach, California, and order a pizza.
Now that is really useful information.

incredulously, adj. Like, the way you say some-
thing when you can’t believe your ears: “Surely
you jest!”

indeterminate, adj. Something is which is indeter-
See feral, n.

See halogen, n.
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he Dictionary of Obscure Words 
provides a partial dictionary of unnecessarily
strange or extravagant words and terms you
often encounter in those turgid, complicated
books you are compelled to read by parents,

lawyers, politicians and educators. 
Even Uncle Henry has been known to use 

some of these dismal words himself when he
can’t come up with anything else. 

If you haven’t encountered them already 
you will almost certainly run into such 

annoying, often unreliable referents very soon. 
Words like turgid, for example. So you 

might as well learn what they mean right now.
Plus it’s not all bad. Sometimes you can 
use these same obscure words yourself to 
confound and intimidate your friends.
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smelling like a skunk was not entirely indetermi-
nate. Like, you know it wasn’t caused by a duck.

indisputable, adj. Indisputable means that’s just the
way it is and, if you’re smart and know what’s
good for you, you’ll keep your head down, your
mouth shut, and you won’t give anyone an argu-
ment about it.

intolerable, adj. Intolerable means something which
one in good conscience cannot, will not, must not,
should not ever, ever, ever condone, accept, per-
sonally have to put up with, or otherwise tolerate.
Like taxation without representation, like pickles
without a hamburger, like homework on Fridays.
Stuff like that.

ionic, adj. Something having to do with ions which
are a special state of matter that has too many
electrons. You get hit by a steamroller, no prob-
lem. But you get hit by lightning and you’re going
to be ionized for sure.

CONTINUED
IN VOL. II.


